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REMARKS, 
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An  Addrefs  having  been  circulated  with  great 
induftry,  calculated  to  miflead  thofe  who  are 
not  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  con- 
teft  between  the  Court  of  Affiftants  and  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Corporation ;  I  beg  leave  to  offer 
fome  remarks  on  that  performance. 

The  Addrefs  is  by  no  means  deficient  in  art ; 
but  the  author  is  either  deceived  himfelf,  or  tries 
to  deceive  others.  His  arguments  reft  on  a  feries 
of  unfounded  aftertions ;  and  when  affailed  by 
the  force  of  truth,  muft  fall  to  the  ground. 

The  Court  of  Affiftants  have  been  aiming  at 
new  honours  and  emoluments,  till  they  have 
nearly  loft  the  old :  they  have  been  grafping  at 
a  fhadow,  till  they  have  nearly  loft  the  fub- 
ftance.  If,  at  length,  after  all  their  defeats, 
they  are  become  more  reafonable  in  their  de- 
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rnands, — if  they  make  a  virtue  of  neceffity. — 
that  alteration  in  their  conduct,  which  jnterefl 
alone  prompts,  will  by  no  means  juflify  this 
author  in  afferting,  that  the  Court  cannot  en- 


“  individual.” 

\  '  .  •'  'T.  ?  ■ ,  [■  '  %  *  '  - 

Have  we  not  feen  them,  from  their  very  infti- 
tution,  curtailing  the  privileges  of  nine-tenths 
of  the  Corporation,  by  a  disqualifying  bye-law  ? 
Even  when  in  embryo,  they  curtailed  the 
elective  franchife  of  the  whole  Corporation  :  an 
omeri  of  the  tyranny  to  be  dreaded  from  this 

OCi  '/i  . j j 

monftrous  birth  ! 
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Since  that  time,  they  hare  curtailed  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  privilege  of  advan¬ 
tageous  offices ;  and  the  whole  Corporation  of 
the  privilege  of  general  Courts.  They  have 
curtailed  the  members  at  large,  of  the  privilege 
of  deliberating  on  the  difpofal  of  their  own  pro¬ 
perty;  or  on  the  new  fyflem  of  laws  by  which 
the  Corporation  was  to  be  governed.  They  have 
al  fo  betrayed  a  with  to  extend  their  tyranny  ;  and 
to  curtail  the  privileges  of  all  army  and  navy  furr 
goons,  and  others,  who  fettle  within  ten  miles  of 
London. 

-  q  k  • 

If  the  propofed  regulation  had  been  intended 
to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  public  utility,  why  did 
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they  not  propofe  for  their  regulations  to  extend 
through  the  whole  kingdom  ? — If  their  foie  mo¬ 
tive  is  private  avarice,  no  friend  to  the  profeffion 
can  with  the  bounds  of  their  jurifdibtion  to  be  . 
enlarged. 

If  they  no  longer  wifh  to  pluck  the  grapes,  it 
is  becaufe  they  are  convinced  the  grapes  are  not 
within  their  reach. — If  they  no  longer  weary 
Parliament  with  their  importunities,  it  is  be¬ 
caufe  they  have  met  with  a  repulfe  from  Par¬ 
liament.  If  they  have  changed  their  fcene  of 
action,  they  have  not  changed  their  bifpotitiom 
Caelum,  non  animum ,  mutant . 

If  they  eeafe  to  petition  for  an  increafe  of  un- 
conftitutional  powers,  and  only  try  to  perpetuate 
the  pad, — if,  in  purfuit  of  that  obje£t,  they  have 
appealed  to  another  tribunal,  thither  let  the  vic¬ 
torious  phalanx,  who  defeated  them  once  before, 
dire6t  their  oppofition. — Let  them  alfo  appeal 
unto  Cafar, — 

“  And  fly  from  petty  tyrants  to  the  throne.” 

This  author  endeavours  to  deter  the  members 
of  the  Corporation  from  a  perfeverance  in  their 
*  conteft  with  the  Court  of  Afliitants,  on  account 
of  the  expenfe  attending  it.  This  is  indeed  an 
argument  of  fome  weight :  but  I  hope  the  Cor¬ 
poration  is  not  difgraced  with  a  tingle  member  fo 

mean. 
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mean,  as  tamely  to  furrender  all  his  rights  and 
privileges  for  fear  of  expenfe.  If  the  arm  of  the 
law  is  not  fhortenej,  thofe  who  invade  oar  pro¬ 
perty,  and  violate  our  privileges,  will  ultimately 
be  compelled  to  defray  all  expenfes;  and  not  be 
v  fuffered  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  fubjedls 
of  this  realm  with  impunity. 

If,  however,  contrary  fo  all  expectation,  the 
majority  of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  of  Lon¬ 
don  fhould  be  difpofed  to  flirink  from  the  'con- 
teft,  on  account  of  expenfe,  and  to  afford  their 
antagoniffs  an  eafy  triumph  ;  even  in  that  cafe, 
the  law  officers  of  the  hate  will  not  advife  the 
Crown  to  grant  an  unjuft  charter;  or  affix  the 
great  feal  to  a  patent  that  can  tarnifh  its  luftre. 

Our  author  tells  us,  that, the  Court  have  no 
intention  of  relinquifhing  the  lucrative  trade  of 
examining  lurgeons. — He  alfo  tells  us,  that 
although  a  defeff  in  the  confutation  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  was  oceafioned  by  a  breach  of  form,  Go¬ 
vernment  did  not  withdraw  its  confidence  from 
the  Court  on  that  account;  but  on  the  contrary 
continued,  and  ftill  continues,  to  fend  army  and 
navy  furgeons  and  mates  to  them  for  examina¬ 
tion. — If  what  is  afferted  by  a  paitifan  of  their 
own  be  true,  they  have  already  overwhelmed  the 
army,  navy,  and  the  whole  empire  with  impu¬ 
dent  pretenders, — Hence  it  appears,  that  Go¬ 
vernment 
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vcrnment  is  not  inclined  to  withdraw  its  confi¬ 
dence  on  account  of  trifling  defeds . 

But  the  truth  is,  that  it  would  be  equally  ab- 
furd  to  cenfure  Government,  or  to  compliment 
the  Court  of  Examiners,  on  this  occafion.  No 
man  can  jutlly  blame  Government  for  fending 
military  furgeons  to  them  for  examination,  till 
the  Legiflature  has  appointed  another  tribunal. 

Our  author  next  acquaints  us,  that  the  Court 
of  Afliftants,  for  more  than  fifty  years,  have 
continued,  under  the  authority  of  an  a6t  of  Par* 
liament,  to  liiperintend  and  protect  the  fciencc 
of  lurgery ;  and  that,  during  that  period,  it  has 
advanced  with  unexampled  rapidity. 

In  order  to  do  juflice  to  the  exertions  of  the 
Court,  and  explain  the  means  by  which  they  1 
improved  the  lcience  with  fuch  wonderful  ra¬ 
pidity,  I  fhall  fele6t  a  few  obfervations  from  the 
minute  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Corporation 
by  Mr.  Gunning,  in  the  year  1790. 

By  this  minute  it  appears,  that  although  the 
Company  had  a  fund  for  the  fupport  of  anato¬ 
mical  le<51ures,  they  had  neither  inflituted  ledures 
of  any  importance  in  anatomy  or  furgery  ;  nor  held 
out  any  reward  for  riflng  merit:  and  that  the 
feeble  attempts  they  had  made,  up  to  that  time,  a 

period 
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period  of  above  forty  years,  though  totally  inade¬ 
quate  and  ineffectual,  had  been  Jh am e fully  expenfive. 


Three  leCures  on  the  bones,  in  17  86  and 
1787,  coft  upwards  of  30/.  without  the  expenfe 
of  fubjects  or  diffeCion.  Mr.  G.  remarks,  that 
it  would  be  fcarcely  credible,  with  what  needlefs 
expenfes,  and  with  what  exaCions,  it  has  been 
ufual  for  every  thing  of  this  kind  to  be  con¬ 
duced  in  the  Corporation  ;  a  proof  of  the  care 
and  fidelity  of  the  fiewards  of  the  Corporation, 
and  fup erintendants  and  protestors  of  the  fcience, 
“  In  the  prefent  year,”  fays  Mr.  G.  “  a  charge 
“  is  made  of  3/.  to  men  who  attend  executions : 
“  — a  mere  impofition  ;  and,  what  is  more  ex- 
u  traordinary,  this  allowance  is  made  at  a  time 
u  when  no  leflures  at  all  have  been  given” 

£<  In  1 782,”  adds  Mr.  G.  “  you  voted  a  crown 
€C  per  head  to  all  thofe  members  of  the  Court  of 
“  Affiftants  who  fhouldbe  prefent  at  thefeletftures, 
“  by  way  of  encouraging  the  attendance  of  others, 
“  by  their  own  appearance  ;  fo  that  every  leCure, 
“  putting  your  right  of  doing  this  out  of  the  queflion , 
“  would  coft  the  Company,  if  the  whole  Court 
“  attended,  an  additional  expenfe,  of  five  guineas 
“  to  what  they  had  originally  done:  and  what 
tc  man  of  fenfe  would  advife  the  Company  to  be  at 
“  the  expenfe  of  foven  or  eight  guineas  for  each 
“lecture,  unlefs  the  leSlures  were  given  on  the  mojl 

“  ufeful 
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te  lifeful  fobjeEls  in  forgery,  and  delivered  by  gentle * 
t(  men  of  the  firjl  experience  in  the  prof ejfion 

Hence  it  is  evident,  with  what  difmterefted  zeal , 
with  what  credit  to  themfelves,  and  advantage  to 
the  public,  the  Court  of  Affiftants  have  “  fuper- 

intended  and  protected  the  fcience.”  It  is  no 
wonder,  that  under  their  influence,  and  fottering 
protection,  thefcience  advanced  with  unexampled 
rapidity,  when  they  had  fometimes  three  whole 
ledlures  in  a  year,  on  the  dried  of  alt  fubjedts, 
delivered  by  perfons  not  of  the  firjl  experience  in  the 
profejfion: — ledlures,  to  which  the  members  in 
general  would  not  come  without  a  decoy ;  nor 
the  Court  of  Affiflants,  without  a  crown  a  head 
from  the  treafury  of  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  G.  obferves,  that  from  the  conftrudlion 
of  the  Hall,  as  well  as  from  the  names  and  nature 
of  the  offices  founded  in  the  Corporation,  it 
plainly  appears,  that  one  great  objedt  of  the  in® 
ditution  was  to  raife  a  fchool  for  anatomy. 
..  <c  Why  it  failed  in  the  beginning,”  fays  he,  “  I 
“  cannot  readily  conceive  :: — why  it  fails  now,  I 
“  can  readily  explain/’ 

This  fhows  that  Mr.  G.  thought,  as  others 
think  now,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Company  were 
managed  worfe  and  worfe.  From  the  partial  and 
impolitic  mode  of  eledtion,  which  has  prevailed, 

B  in 
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in  regard  to  the  Court  of  Affiftants,  and  Court  of 
Examiners,  they  have  degenerate^!,  and  are  likely 
to  degenerate  ad  infinitum. 

Let  us  hear  Mr.  Gunning’s  ppinion,  of  the  ad- 
vantages  refulting  from  the  method  of  infirudtion 
inftituted  at  the  Hall.  “  Tour  lectures”  f«*ys  he, 
Cc  were  bad, — - or  your  demonfir  ations  were  bad , — or 
<e  your  farts  were  ill  prepared  :  or  Ignorant  per  fins, 

7 

“  were  appointed ;  who  difgraced  you  by  aiding,  or 
ic  thought  themf elves  hardly  treated,  by  being  obliged 
fC  to  pay  a  fine.-. 

“  Should  you  revife  thefe  plans,  gentlemen, 
€t  as  you  can  hardly  avpid  to  do,  to  preferve  the 
ec  fpirit,  or  rather  to  roufe  the  fpirit,  of  your  infti- 
u  tution,  and  indeed  to  apply  properly  the  in- 
(C  come  of  funds  created  as  it  were  for  thofe  fpe- 
c<  cific  purpofes  ;  fhould  you  direft  only  fifteen 
t(  lectures  to  be  given,  as  above  fiipulated,  on  a 

•k  A 

“  folid  and  permanent  foundation,  after  having 
“  determined  on  their  nature, — you  will  take 
care,  l  hope,  never  to  lofe  fight  of  two  objects; 
“  one ,  that  your  profejjors  are  properly  qualified  for  the 
€<  intended  purpofe, — the  other ,  that  you  provide,  for 
them  an  adequate  reward. 

ie  I  am  apprehenfive,  gentlempn,  that  you 
€(  will  think  me  rather  tedious  on  this  fubjedt : 
“  but  I  thought  it  necefiary  to  give  even  an  im~ 

ft 


t 


(  »:i  ) 

u  perfect:  account,  rather  than  no  account  at 
u  alb”  -  -  ‘ 


That  the  gentlemen  of  the  Court  of  Afliftants 

*  * 

thought  this  ledture  on  their  mifcondudt, — on 
their  gfofs  negledt  of  duty,  fin'te  they  had  fuper- 
intende  d.  and prole  tied  the  fcience ,  rather  tedious ,  there 
is  no  room  to  doubt :  but  it  was  a  wholefome 
trrtth ,  however  grating  it  might  have  been  to  the 
ears  of fome  people . 


<  y  '  ;  i  \  ■  £  !  } 

If  the  members  of  the  Court  were  entitled  to  a 
crown  a  head  for  attending  a  ledture  on  a  pro- 
feliional  fubjedt,  furely  they  were  entitled  to  two 
crowns  for  fitting  to  hear  Mr.  Gunning’s  ledture 
on  their  mifdeeds.  Iloivever,  in  juftice  to  their 
merits,  we  muft  confefs,  that  whatever  averlion 
they  betrayed  to  learning  and  fcience,  they  were 
by  ho  means  deftitute  of  ambition  ;  for  at  the 
conclulion  of  every  ledlure,  there  were  a  number 
of  candidates  for  the  crown . 


When  our  author  took  a  retrofpcdHve  view  oi 
the  Ions;  and  meritorious  labours  ot  the  Court  or 
Afliftanh  in  the  vineyard  of  fcience,  he  might 
well  fay,  that  ((  No  longer  clogged  with  the 
u  heavy  incumbrances  which  formerly  opprefTed 
“  and  degraded  it,  a  fpirit  of  general  exertion 
lias  been  diffuled  aihong  its,  profefTors  ;  and 

B  2  cc  pupils 
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se  pupils  from  alt  parts  of  Europe,  have  been  fenfc 
“  to  England,  for  inftruStion  in  forgery.” 

Of  the  exertions  of  the  Court  of  Afliftants  I  have 
given  a  fofficient  account.  That  pupils  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  have  been  fent  to  England  for 
inftruStion,  is  weli  known  :  it  is  equally  well 
known,  that  the  laft  place  in  England  from 
which  they  were  likely  to  derive  inftruStion,  was 
— Surgeons'1  Hall. 

After  difplaying  the  merits,  and  recounting 
the  fervices,  of  thefe  ornaihents  and  protestors 
of  the  fcience,  our  author  proceeds  to  vindicate 
their  late  conduSt.  “  It  therefore  appeared  im- 
“  proper,”  fays  he,  “  that  the  Court,  on  account 
<c  of  an  occurrence  they  could  not  prevent,  or  a 
“  miftaken  oppofition  to  which  that  occurrence 
cc  had  given  rife,  fhould  abandon  their  ftations, 
<c  forfake  the  principles  on  which  they  had  a  St  ed, 

and  in  th t  face  of  faSts  fo  ftrongly  evincing  the 
<c  fitnefs  of  that  ejlablijhment>  at  the  head  of  which* 
“  the  law  of  the  country  had  placed  them,  fee  it 
cc  totally  fobverted  without  a  liruggle  for  its  pre- 
ie  fervation.” 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  others,  I  con- 
fefs  it  is  my  opinion,  that  it  is  no  difgrace  for 
any  man  to  forfake  the  principles  on  which  they  have 

aSte'd  \ 
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a&ed  ;  or  to  abandon  a  Ilation  which  he  caiihoi 
fill  with  honour. 

But  it  is  not  natural  to  expedl  this  event.  It 
is  not  agreeable  to  reafon  or  experience  to  fup- 
pole,  that  ambitious  men,  who  have  tailed  the 
fweets  of  power,  will  relinquifh  it  with  indif¬ 
ference,  or  the  Kings  of  the  Surgeons’  Company 
relign  the  Crown ,  that  is,  the  crown  they  receive 
for  attending  leEures ,  without  a  flruggle  for  its 
preservation. 

If  there  was  a  fitnefs  in  the  eftablilhment,  as 
tills  author  a  Herts, — if  that  eftablifhment  was 
calculated  to  anfwer  its  delign,  and  to  be  ade¬ 
quate  to  its  end,  how  has  it  happened,  that  it 
has  never  from  its  firit  inftitution  been  con¬ 
ducted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  correfpond  with 
this  delign,  or  to  fulfil  that  end  ?  How  has  it 
happened,  that  in  its  infancy  it  teemed  with 
abufes,  which,  in  its  riper  age,  grew  with  its 
growth,  and  ftrengthened  with  its  ft rength  V' 

The  caufe  was,  that  it  contained  within  itfelf 
the  feeds  of  abufe.  “  It  was  fhapen  in  wick-  » 

ednefs,  and  in  fin  did  its  mother  conceive  it.” 

It  was  founded  on  encroachment ;  abufe  was  its 
pun.chtm  fallens  :  its  pnmum  vlvens  and  its  ulthmim 
moriens .  It  has  exifted  in  its  confutation,  and 
contaminated  its  whole  frame. 


To 
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To  particularize  every  fpecies  of  abufc,  that 
has  prevailed  in  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Corporation,  would  require  a  volume. 
Mr.  Gunning  himfelf,  whofe  remarks  on  that 
iubjedt  occupy  thirteen  pages  in  folio,  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  his  accoiint  of  them  is  imperfedt. 

t  ,  i  <  . 

Among  other  obfervations  he  makes  the  fol- 
lowing,  when  fpeaking  of  the  Hall. — “  You 
tc  have  in  it  a  theatre  fo'r  your  ledtures  ;  a  room 
“  for  a  library ;  a  committee-room  for  your 

»  i 

(c  Court ;  a  large  toom  for  the  reception  of  your 
iC  community,  together  with  the  neceflary  accom- 
“  modations  fof  your  clerk. 

•  .  I  s  . 

r  •  J  /  f 

“  But  how  great  foever  your  intentions  were, 

i  I  X  J 

I  am  forry  to  obfefve  they  have  been  but  very 
u  ill  executed. 

<fc  Tour  theatre  is  without  lectures ;  your  library - 
<z  room ,  without  books ,  is  converted  into  an  office  for 
“your  clerk ;  your  committee-room  is  become  his 
“  eating  parlour,  and  is  not  always  ufed  even  in 
“  your  common  btifinefs  ;  and  when  it  is  thus 
“  made  ufe  of,  it  is  feklorri  in  a  tit  and  proper 
<c  fla tel*  1 

After  lbfne  other  remarks,  he  adds,  The 

•  ;  «  •  *  *• 

(c  lower  part  of  your  houfe  is  by  this  'means  not  inha - 
u  bited ;  and  I  need  not  obferve  what  damage  the 

•  66  zvhok 
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“  whole  building  may  receive  from  hence ,  in  a  floor  t 
fpace  of  time” 

\  • 

It  appears  too  evidently,  that  the  whole  build¬ 
ing  has  received  great  damage  from  this,  or  tome 
other  extraordinary  caufe,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time :  for  although,  at  that  period,  confiderable 
fums  were  expended  in  repairing  it,  and  Mr.  G. 
feems  to  have  thought  no  fubfhmtial  repairs  were 
wanting,  yet  within  feven  years,  the  building  is 
reported  to  be  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

fc  If/’  fays  Mr.  G.  your  committee-room  is 
“to  be  converted  into  an  eating  parlour,  why* 
^  fliould  we  not  eat  in  it  ourfelves  ?  Tour  din- 
“  ners  at  the  tavern  are  exceedingly  inconvenient 
c<r  and  expenflve,  and  attended  with  great  lofs  of 
“  time.” 

Mr.  G.  recommended  abolition  of  1  ho 
dinners  ;  and  that  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Examiners  fliould  receive  half  a  guinea  each, 
in  addition  to  their  prefen t  emoluments,  every 
examination  day,  iniiead  of  the  dinner.  The 
confequence  of  this,  he  obferves,  would  be,  that 
they  would  be  lefs  heated ,  and  fooner  ready  for 
examinations.  Here  we  may  obferve,  that  no 
man  can  be  fit  to  explain  the  fober  myfteries  of 
iEfculapius,  when  he  has  juft  been  celebrating 
(he  frantic  orgies  of  Bacchus, 

He 


I 


(  16  ) 

He  adds,  "  To  the  alteration  of  a  cuftom  fo 

« 

u  much  to  your  advantage,  no  folid  objection 
u  can  be  made.  You  have  increafed  your  own 
ts  fees ;  you  have  added  others ;  and  you  have 
“  raifed  the  emoluments  and  gratuities  of  your 
ss  fervants,  in  points  not  quite  clear,  and  rather 
iX  problematical. 

te  How  many  hundred  pounds  (I  am  inclined 
tf<  to  think  1500/.  or  2000/.)  would  have  been 
i€  faved  by  thefe  means  ?  & c. 

“  You  meet,”  fays  Mr.  G.  <c  at  the  Hall,  you 
tc  adjourn  to  the  tavern,  you  return  to  the  Hall 
u  again  ;  and  all  this  when  you  have  a  houfe  of 
lt  your  own,  inhabited  at  a  great  expenfe  to  you, 
*l  and  where,  if  you  have  not  already  all  the  con- 
**  veniencies  you  want,  you  may  at  any  time  be 
u  furniftied  with  them. 

“  Vi  gentlemen,  you  make  no  better  ufe  of  your 
**  Hall  than  you  have  already  done ,  you  had  better  fell 

it,  and  apply  the  money  for  the  good  of  the  Company 
il  in  fome  other  way.  Your  Hall  has  cofl  you  a 
,s  fum,  during  the  laft  four  years,  very  little  lefs 
“  than  1200I.  and  the  bills  for  repairs,  inde- 
ts  pendently  of  the  taxes  and  ground-rent,  have 
“  amounted  to  upwards  of  250/.  within  the  laft 


\ 


After 


4 
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After  perilling  thefe  ftridlures,  entered  on  the 
records  of  Uie  Company  by  Mr.  Gunning,  who 
had  no  intereft  dill  inch  from  his  colleagues,  on 
his  retiring  from  the  higheft  office  in  the  gift  of 
the  Corporation  ;  where  he  had  the  bell  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
their  affairs,  and  where  he  took  particular  pains 
to  acquire  it ;  every  impartial  perform  .rnuii  own, 
that  if  there  was  any  fitnefs  in  this  eftablifhment, 
there  was  a  lingular  want  of  fitnefs  in  thofe  who 
tilled  its  offices,  and  difcharged  its  functions. 

They  who  have  fcrutinizcd  the  fubjedl  with 
a  critical  eve,  mull  difcern  the  fault.  It  arofe  en- 
1  irely  from  the  inode  of  electing  the  officers. 
Inftead  of  leaving  it  open  to  the  members  at  large, 
it  was  left  to  a  junto.  Ten  were  fufficient  to 
elect  a  candidate  into  the  Court  of  Affifiants, 
and  five  were  fufficient  to  eledt  one  into  the 
Court'of  Examiners.  Hence,  the  council  of  the 
Corporation  refembled  the  firm  of  a  mercantile 
houfe  \  where  the  relatives  were  fure  to  be  taken 

*  f  ,  « 

into  partnerffiip,  at  a  proper  age.  This  is  to  he 

\ 

the  conflitution  of  the  Royal  Collco'e.  But 

r  J  o 

what  has  fcience  to  do  with  fiucb  a  college  ?■ 

Mr.  G.  expreffes  his  furprife,  at  the  blind  con¬ 
fidence  which  the  Court  of  Affifiants  placed  in, 
the  late  clerk  of  the  Company  ;  whom  they  fuf- 
fered  to  abfeond  with  eight  or  nine  hundred 

C  pounds 
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pounds  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion :  and  declares  he  was  aitonifhed,  that  this 
fupinenefs  in  the  refponfible  part  of  the  Company 
was  not  made  the  fubjedt  of  inquiry. 

This  is  eafily  anfwered.  There  was  no  check 
or  control  appointed,  to  prevent  the  mifappli- 
cation  of  the  revenues  of  the  Company  by  the 
Court  of  Ailiftants,  -  or  others  to  whom  they 
chote  to  entruft  them.  It  was  not  natural  to 
fuppofe,  the  refponfible' part  of  the  Corporation 
would  inititute  an  inquiry  into  their  own  mifeon- 
dudt  ;  and  we  know  the  expenfe  of  a  conteft 
with  the  Court  of  Ailiftants,  who  have  the  trea- 
lury  of  the  Corporation  at  their  difpofal. 

*  •  s  \ 

Mr.  G.  expreifes  his  furprife  at  the  rapid  in- 
crcafe  of  allowance  to  the  clerk,  which  vyas  ad- 
vanned,  within  a  few  years,  from  6c/.  per  annum 
to  23c /.  The  apartments  originally  granted 
to  him  for  his  residence,  Mr.  G.  values  at  70/. 
per  annum .  After  adverting  to  the  rife  of  the 
beadle’s  Hilary  alfo,  he  adds,  “  Gentlemen,  I 
“  cannot  blame  your  lcrvants  for  alkin<r,  when 
44  they  know  you  arc  always  ready  to  give.  The 
*4  evil  originates  with  yourf^'yes.’* 

C  j 

rJ  hus  much  it  appeared  neeeilary  to  detail,  in 
order  to  refute  an  affertion  of  the  author  of  the 
Addrefs,  £C  That  it  muft  be  obvious,  the  Court 
*$  oi  Ailiftants  can  hold  the  property  for  no  other 

te  purpofes, 


<e  purpofes,  than  thofe  for  which  the  Company  is 
<£  incorporated.”  The  abfurdity  of  this  propo¬ 
rtion  is  fo  glaring,  that  I  am  almoft  afhamed 
to  give  it  a  ferious  anfwer.  They  who  maintain 
it,  muft  maintain,  that  the  Court  of  Afhftants 
can  do  no  wrong.  That  they  cannot  hold  it  for 
any  other  purpofes  de  jure,  we  all  agree;  that 
they  can  de  fadio,  we  all  know  and  lament. 

i  ,  . 

V 

Would  it  be  fuppofed,  that  a  Company  where 
fuch  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  expenditure 
prevailed,  had  at  that  time  fcarcely  recovered 
from  a  ltate  of  bankruptcy?  As  a- proof  how 
far  the  Court  could  hold  the  property  of  the 
Corporation  for  purpofes  foreign  to  its  inltitu- 
tion,  it  has  been  remarked  by  a  gentleman  who 
has  examined  minutely  into  their  accounts,  that 

i 

their  general  expenfes  had  been  increaling ;  and 
that  they  had  grown  frugal  only  in  their  charity , 
This  agrees  with  Mr.  Gunning’s  Report,  who 
fays,  he  is  forry  to  obferve,  that  this  expenfe 
has  decreafed  in  proportion  as  others  have  in- 
creafed. — “  I  hope,”  adds  he,  <c  if  gentlemen 
“  are  of  opinion  that  the  Company’s  affairs  are 
<c  in  fo  hourifhing  a  ft  ate  as  to  make  a  further 
“  accumulation  unnecelfary,  that  they  will  be 

•  V. 

cc  more  liberal  in  this  article, 

“  The  widows  and  children  of  Surgeons, 
£e  who  may  be  left  in  a  diftreffed  condition,  are 

C  7,  '  “  much 
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<c  much  more  proper  objects  of  your  attention 
li  than  others  which  have  been  fo  much  infilled 

i 

<c  upon,  and  which,  furely,  are  objects  of  a  very 
“  inferior  confideration.  Thefe  have  the  true 
<(  claim  to  be  benefited  from  the  overflowing  of 
“  a  fund,  created,  in  feme  refpects,  by  the  in- 
du (try  of  their  fathers.  I  could  with,  there - 
u  fore,  that  the  fum  of  80 l.  per  annum  at  the 
<(  leafl,  might  be  put  a  fide,  to  eftabfifh  a  fund 
*(  for  this  purpofe,  to  be  difpofed  of  wholly  by  a 
iC  majority  of  this  Court.” 

Mr,  G.  gives  his  opinion,  that  the  Society 
ought  to  be  poffcffed  of  a  library,  and  favings 
might  be  made,  in  dinners  and  other  unnecef- 
fary  expenfes,  which  would  enable  them  to 
provide  for  that  purpofe ;  as  well  as  for  lec¬ 
tures,  charities ,  and  luch  a  reward  as  they  might 
think  fit  to  befiow'on  merit. 

K  \  .  ^  *  '<  i  \ 

He  proceeds  as  follows : — c<  When  monies 
£t  are  expended  judicioufly  and  liberally  for  the 
ei  public  good,  as  zvell  as  for  the  private  emolument 
s(  of  the  governing  part  of  the  Society ,  no  inquiry 

((  will  be  made,  even  if  we  fhould  exceed  the 

* 

ct  bounces  of  what,  ftridlly  fpeaking,  we  have 
u  a  right  to  do.” 

After  giving  his  opinion,  that  at  that  time 
they  were  rather  differently  circumfianced,  he 

recom- 


T 
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recommends  an  inquiry  into  their  ex penles,  and 
a  retrenchment  of  thole  which  were  unnccef- 
fary  ;  and  concludes  thus : 

<6  Believing  further ,  that  when  thefe  plans  are 
ic  put  into  execution ,  and  when ,  unaided  by  royal  do - 

*  Sh 

“  nations  or  the  public ,  zve  have  put  ourfelves  on  the 
c  ( footing  of  a  liberal ,  humane ,  and  learned  So- 
u  ciety ,  and  one  that  fhall  be  beneficial  to  the  public, 
66  from  the  proper  exertions  of  .our  own  private  fund ; 
<6  we  Jball  have  a  better  pretence  to  afk  for  an  exten - 
*•  jion  of  thofe  powers  from  Parliament ,  which  we 
“  have  difcovered  a  difpofiti'on  to  execute  fo  much  for 
u  the  advantage  of  the  community?' 

.  After  reading  thefe  remarks,  and  maturely 
contidering  the  condudt  of  the  Court  of  Affifl> 
ants,  and  the  fhameful  abufes  which  have  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  Corporation  from  its  firft  ehablifh- 
ment,  we  fhall  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
fentiments  expretfcd  in  the  pamphlet  under  con- 
fideration. 

'  t 

After  telling  us,  that  the  Court  of  Afliflant^ 
hoped,  ere  long,  to  perceive  an  alteration  of 
the  public  opinion  in  their  favour,  he  fays — 
“  But  at  all  events  it  appeared  their  indifpenfa- 
“  ble  duty,  to  exert  their  heft  endeavours,  to 
“  deliver  down  to  potlerity  entire  and  un- 

“  changed. 
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#c  changed,  that  fyftem ,  the  utility  of  which  both 
“  reafon  and  experience  had  fully  evinced” 

We  have  feen  by  Mr.  Gunning’s  report,  that 

the  Court  of  Affiftants  never  exerted  their  en- 

• 

deavours  to  turn  the  eftablifhcd  fy(tem,  over 
which  they  pretided,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Corporation,  or  of  the  public,  “  but  to  the 
<c  private  emolument  of  the  governing  part  of  the 
“  Society .”  This  is  the  utility  of  the  fyjlem  of 
which  our  author  fpeaks  fo  feelingly  ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  he  will  likevvifc  exert  his  befi  endea - 
vours ,  to  make  it  laft  his  time ,  and  to  continue  in 

office  as  long  as  he  lives. 

.  / 

The  defers  of  the  fyftem  are  fo  palpable, 
the  impotitions  are  fo  grofs,  that  I  fear  I  ffiall 
be  cenfured  for  beftowing  fo  much  argument  on 
his  unfounded  aflertions,  and  for  taking  the 
trouble 


u  To  break  a  butterfly  upon  a  wheel.” 

But  although  his  pamphlet  is  frivolous,  the 
fubjedl  is  important;  and  I  deemed  it  advife- 
able  to  treat  the  queftion  rather  according  to  its 
own  magnitude,  than  the  infignihcance  of  his 
production*  / 


I 


That 


C  23  ) 

That  the  fear  of  an  examination  hanging 
over  the  head  of  a  ftudent,  adds  as  a  fpur  to  his 
induftry,  is  an  undeniable  truth  :  but  that  the 
lclf-elebled  Examiners  of  the  Surgeons’  Com¬ 
pany  have  not  difcharged  the  duties  of  their  of¬ 
fice  with  abilities  or  exertions  equal  to  the  1 
weight  and  importance  of  the  truft,  is  evident 
from  the  concurrins:  teltimonies  of  their  advo- 

CD 

cates,  as  well  as  of  their  opponents. 


How  the  public  have  been  duped  by  their  ar¬ 
tifices,  has  been  already  fhown  ;  what  their  ta¬ 
lents  are,  has  been  already  ftated  ; — that  the  art 
of  forgery  is  much  improved  of  late,  but  not  by 

V>  '  '  ' 

them,  has  been  already  demonftrated. — If  the 
Corporation  can  boaft  no  talents  more  fplendid 
than  theirs,  it  labours  under  an  ecliple,  and 
reflects  no  credit  on  thofe,  who  have  lately  fu- 
perintended  and  protected  the  profefiion. — 
Thefe,  it  is  pretended,  are  the  lights  of  our 
world  of  fcience  ;  “  but  if  the  light  which  is 
if  in  us  be  darknefs,  how  great  is  that  dark¬ 
le  nefs!” 


We  are  told  by  this  author,  that  the 
“  Court  cannot  entertain  a  with  to  curtail  the 
privileges  of  any  individual.” — If  the  fub- 
je£ts  pf  this  Court  will  fwallow  this,  on  the 
fimple  a  fieri  ion  of  this  anonymous  author,  in 
oppofition  to  the  cleared  evidence  of  all  their 

ten  fes, 


fenfcs,  in  apportion  to  the  decided  opinion  of 
all  the  world,  they  will  indeed  deferve  to  be 
branded  with  the  reproach  of  ignorance,  which 
has  been  fo  lavifhly  beftowed  on  them  by  the 
members  of  that  Court. — If  the  petitioners  for 
the  late  Surgeons’  Bill  no  longer  aim  at  abfo- 
lute  dominion  over  all  the  Corporation,  over  all 
army  and  navy  Surgeons,  and  over  all  Surgeons 
in  and  within  ten  miles  of  this  metropolis,  it  is 
becaufe  they  are  convinced  they  cannot  fucceed 
in  their  attempts,  nor  elude  the  vigilance  of 

Parliament. 

/ 

If  they  have  renounced  their  ambitious  pro¬ 
jects,  it  is  bccaufc  their  artifices  are  detected. — 
If  they  are  willing  to  proceed  in  their  ancient 
routine,  it  is  becaufe  a  fuccefsfuboppofition  has 
fruft rated  their  defigns. 

•  Our  author  tells  us,  that  the  prefenf  fiate  of 
the  Corporation  does  not  affedt  the  privileges  of 
its  members:  but  there  was  no  occafion  for  him 
to  tell  us,  that  the  civil  capacity  of  the  Court  of 
Afiifiants  was  dormant  — their  own  conduct  told 
us  this  lone:  a<ro. 

t  o  o 

.  i  ( :  .  •  7  *  (  liU'.) 

We  are  told  in  this  Addrefs,  that  the  conteft 
with  the  Court  of  Afiifiants  u  has  not  for  its 

r  *  i  '  /  •  O  A  •  *  *  .....  *  .  . 

u  object  the  prefervation  of  our  rights  as  pradti- 

tioners  in  furgery,  on  which  it  is  impofiible 

for  * 
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tc  for  them  to  infringe/’ — If  the  author  is  fo  ig¬ 
norant  as  to  believe  what  he  affects,  he  is  in¬ 
deed  a  firanger  in  ffrael,  and  a  It  ranger  to  the 
fubjedt  on  which  he  ventures  to  write. 

It  was  affirmed  by  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the 
counfel  for  the  Court  of  Affiitants,  as  well  as 
by  themfelves,  and  will  be  admitted  by  every 
man  of  common  fenfe  who  has  ever  followed 
the  medical  profeffion,  that  the  public  are  not 
judges  of  the  merits  of  medical  men.  This 
was  a  candid  confeffion  in  Mr.  Warren,  whofe 
father  enjoyed  fo  large  a  fhare  of  the  public  con¬ 
fidence.  But  the  public  confidence  would  not 
have  been  a  proof  of  his  merit,  had  it  not  been 
confirmed  by  a  more  certain  criterion, — the  con¬ 
fidence  of  medical  men . 

To  fecure  the  public  confidence,  nothing 
more  was  neceflary  than  a  public  appointment, 
whether  obtained  by  merit  or  patronage.  Rank 
and  title  are  the  alluring  baits  which  they 
never  fail  to  fwallow.  Hence  the  value  of  the 
rank  of  Examiner  in  the  Surgeons’  Company ; 
which  it  would  be  folly  to  be  ignorant  of,  and 
falfehood  to  deny.  If  then  a  practitioner  is  ex¬ 
cluded  from  an  honourable  fituation  by  jealoufy 
and  fordid  felf-interefi,  he  is  injured  in  the 
moll  eflential  point,  and  his  profeffiopal  rights 
are  infringed . — If,  in  addition  to  this  exclufion, 

D  he 


(  a«  ■) 

,  N 

he  is  declared  ineligible,  he  is  degraded  and 
difgraced,  and  branded  with  an  uiijuft  ftigma 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public ; — and  this,  perhaps, 
by  men  more  ignorant  than  himfelf ;  who  ne- 
verthelefs  have  fenfe  enough  to  know,  that 
whatever  talents  he  may  poffefs  as  a  furgeon, 
this  is  an  almofl  infallible  method  of  whelming 
them  in  obfcurity. 

We  are  told  by  this  author,  that  the  conteft  is 
merely  a  trial,  through  whofe  hands,  in  future, 
thofe  rights  fhall  be  tranfmitted  to  others.  This  ' 
is  an  artful  mifreprefentation,  and  a  fnare  to 
delude  the  unwary.  The  queflion  is  not, 
through  whofe  hands  the  rights  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  fhall  be  tranfmitted ;  but  whether  they 
fhall  poffefs  any  rights  worth  tranfmitting.  As 
it  is  allowed  on  all  hands  that  the  Corporation  is 

i  % 

defundt,  the  queftion  is,  Whether  it  fhall  rife, 
again  with  all  its  imperfections  on  its  head,  and 
retain  all  its  corruption  ?  or,  Whether  it  fhall 
rife  a  more  glorious  body,  animated  with  new 
fpirit,  illumined  with  new  undemanding,  and 
endowed  with  new  vigour  throughout  its  whole 
conflitution  ? 

We  have  already  feen  every  fpecies  of  abufe 

% 

prevail  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Corporation  ;  owing  to  the  unwife  and  impoli¬ 
tic  provilions  of  the  former  aCt.  We  have 

feen 


i 
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feen  an  attempt  to  convert  the  diredlors  of  the 
Company  into  perpetual  Dictators.  Even  now, 
after  all  their  defeats,  they  Hill  hope  to  be 
'perpetual  Dictators ; 

- “  and,  rather  than  be  lefs, 

“  Care  not  to  be  at  all.” 

i 

What  would  be  faid  of  the  Directors  of  the 
-  Bank  or  the  Eat!  India  Company,  if  they  were 
to  procure  from  Parliament  a  power  to  eledt 
themfelves  ?  What  would  be  faid  of  the  Houie 
of  Commons,  if  they  were  to  ufurp  that  privi¬ 
lege  ?  They  would  no  longer  be  reprefenta- 
lives  and  protedlors,  but  oppreffors. 

tty  ;  ;  .  ;  1  / 

What  opinion  fhould  we  entertain  of  the 
Prelident  and  Cenfors  of  the  College  of  Phyii- 
cians,  or  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  or  Anti¬ 
quary  Society,  if  they  atfumed  this  power,  even 
though  varnifhed  over  with  the  mockery  of  an 
adt  of  Parliament  obtained  under  falfe  pre¬ 
tences  ?  What  opinion  fhould  we  entertain  of 
them,  if  they  wrefled  not  only  the  right  of  elec¬ 
tion,  but  alfo  the  property  from  their  conflitu- 
ents  ?  From  a  tranfadlion  of  fo  deep  a  dye, 
not  all  the  waters  of  the  ocean  could  wafh  out 
the  flain. 

D  2 


Are 


•  (  28  )•  . 

Are  the  Surgeons  of  London, ~a  fcientific 
body  who  are  to  be  dignified  with  the  title  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  unfit  to  judge 
of  the  characters  and  qualifications  v  of  the 
fte  wards  who  are  to  manage  their  own  pro¬ 
perty  ?  Are  they  incapable  of  appreciating  the 
merits  of  the  members,  who  are  to  execute  the 
offices,  and  fupport  the  honours  of  their  own 
fociety  ?  If  they  are,  it  reflects  little  honour  on 
thofe,  who  have  fo  long  fuperintended  and 
protected  the  fcieficc. 

Dodtor  Latham,  in  his  Oration,  delivered  at 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  in  the  year  1794, 
pafles  an  encomium  >on  the  conftitution  of  that 
medical  republic,  becaufe,  while  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  their  government  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
few,  all  its  members  enjoy  a  participation  of 
power. — He  compares  it  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  Britifh  empire ;  and  concludes  there  is  no 
fear  of  its  future  fplendour,  while  it  .refembles 
fo  illuftrious  an  example. — If  the  convcrfe  of 
this  proportion  be  true,  what  hope  can  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  future  fplendour  of  a  fociety, 
where  the  members  at  large  not  only  enjoy  no 
participation  of  power,  but  are  fubjedl  to  a  le- 
giflature  in  which,  they  are  not  even  virtually 
represented  ? 

■  We 


(  *9  > 

We  are  told  by  this  author,  that  “  it  is  obvi- 
ous  the  Court  of  Afliftants  can  hold  the  pro- 
“  perty  of  the  Corporation  for  no  other  purpofes 
“  than  thofe  for  which  the  Company  is  incor- 
“  porated.”  Let  any  reafonable  and  impartial 
man  determine,  whether  the  Company  is  incor¬ 
porated  for  the  public  good,  or  for  the  fake  of 
luxurious  entertainments ,  for  the  fake  of  heating 
Examiners  with  wine;  for  the  fake  of  enriching 
their  clerk,  and  granting  all  he  atks,  as  Mr. 
Gunning  affures  us  was  done,  and  providing  a 
palace  for  his  accommodation. 

While  the  funds  of  the  Corporation  of  Sur¬ 
geons  of  London  were  diverted  from  their  def- 
tined  channels,  and  wafted  in  extravagance,  we 
are  told  by  this  author,  that  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Surgery  at  Paris  fent  pupils  to  London  for 
inftrudlion.  Howr  mull  they  have  been  furprifed, 
on  the  return  of  thofe  pupils,  to  hear,  that  at 
Surgeons’  Hall  they  faw  no  preparations  made, 
but  preparations  for  a  dinner  ;  no  fkeleton  made, 
but  the  fkeleton  of  a  goofe ;  no  injection,  but 
that  of  the  ftomach  with  port  wine,  and  no  dif- 
fedtion  but  that  of  a  calf’s  head  ! 

✓  While  the  inftitution  is  thus  perverted  from 
its  original  deftgn,  and  rendered  fubfervient  to  the 
private  interejis  of  the  ruling  powers ,  as  it  was  in 
the  dime  of  Mr.  Gunning,  and  from  its  earlieft 

period, 


c 
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period,  to  folicit  a  patent  for  a  renewal  of  the 
powers  of  the  Corporation  upon  the  old  eitahU  fo¬ 
ment,  is  to  folicit  a  patent  for  the  peep'  ....  .'on 
,of  abufes. 


As  our  author  appears  infcnfiblc.that  the  Court 

of  A#i#ant$  can  pcffibly  infringe  on  the  rights 
of  the  members  at  large,  or  wifh  to  curtail  their 
privileges,  or  alienate  their  property, — I  fhall  re¬ 
peat,  for  the  fake  of  corredling  his  error,  what 
has  been  already  quoted  on  another  occalion. — 
The  words  are  memorable,  both  on  account  of 
their  own  importance,  the  dignity  of  the  perfon 
by  whom  they  were  fpoken,  and  the  awful  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  were  pronounced. — They  were 
fpoken  in  reply  to  a  right  reverend  Prelate,  when 
he  tried  to  prevent  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
again#  the  Surgeons*  bill  from  going  over  the 
fame  ground  in  the  Ploufe  of  Lords,  which  he  had 
gone  over  in  a  committee  of  that  Houfe ;  from 
advancing*  the  fame  arguments  in  the  Houfe 
which  he  had  advanced  in  the  committee ;  and 
from  expatiating  on  the  demerits  of  the  Court  of 
Affiftants,  according  to  the  fratement  of  Mr. 
Gunning. 


It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  when  thefe 
words  were  fpoken,  the  principal  champions  for 
the  bill  were  prefent.  “The  petitioners  again# 
“  this  bill  have  great  reafon  to  complain.  Their 

“  privileges 
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privileges  have  been  violated  ;  and  even  their 

property  has  been  invaded.  They  have  been 
cc  too  long  trampled  under  foot ;  and  however 
cc  grating  it  may  be  to  the  ears  of  fame  people ,  they 
u  have  the  ftrongeff  title  in  the  world  to  have 
“  their  complaints  heard  with  patience  and  at- 
cc  tention.” 

/  , 

Let  the  members  of  the  Corporation  and  the 
world  judge,  whether  they  will  believe  this 
great  oracle  of  law  and  juftice,  or  a  thing  zvithout 
a  name ;  a  thing  compiled  by  fome  perfon  or  per- 
fons,  in  whofe  defence  it  is  written.  Let  them 
judge,  whether  the  Legiflaturc  would  have  re¬ 
jected  a  bill  it  had  once  entertained, — a  bill  it 
had  nearly  paffed, — if  no  violation  of  rights  had 
appeared. 

If  the  efforts  of  the  Court  of  Affiftants  to  re¬ 
duce  the  members  of  the  Corporation  to  a  ftate 
of  flill  more  abject  vaffalage  than  that  under 
which  they  have  hitherto  groaned  have  been  in¬ 
effectual,  if  their  attempts  have  been  fruftrated, 
we  are  indebted,  not  to  their  moderation,  but 
to  the  juftice  of  Parliament.  If  they  no  longer 
weary  Parliament  with  their  importunities,  it  is 
becaufe  they  have  forfeited  its  efteem. 

* 

'  Thefe  obfervations  appeared  neceffary,  in  an- 
fwer  to, the  mifreprefentations  with  which  the 
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aforefaid  artful  and  infidious  pamphlet  abovin 
**  "Suthor  tells  us,  that  his  remarks  are 


tjreffcd  to  reafgn  and.: judgment  :  otherwife  we 
fhould  have  iuppoled,  from  their  nature,  they 
were  intended  to  be  addreffed  to  ignorance  and* 
credulity.  ■  He  difclaims  making  an  appeal  to  the 
paffions ;  and  indeed  his  Addrefs  is  not  calculated 
to  excite  any  paflion  but  one  ;  pity,  bordering 
oh  contempt. 
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